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Dig Safe Act of 2016

4216.12. (a) The California Underground Facilities Safe Excavation Board is hereby 
created under, and shall be assisted by the staff of, the Office of the State Fire 
Marshal.

(b) The board shall perform the following tasks:
1) Coordinate education and outreach activities that encourage safe 

excavation practices, as described in Section 4216.17.
2) Develop standards, as described in Section 4216.18.
3) Investigate possible violations of this article, as described in Section 

4216.19.
4) Enforce this article to the extent authorized by subdivision (e) of 

Section 4216.6.
(c) Notwithstanding any other law, on and after January 1, 2020, the board shall be 
subject to review by the appropriate policy committees of the Legislature.
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2018 Plan
Strategic Objective Strategic Activities

Create an Area of Continual 

Excavation Process

Outreach and Piloting

Develop an Education and 

Enforcement Program

Identification of Relevant Education

Standards for Demonstrating Compliance

Board Notification of Incidents

Inter-Agency Enforcement Coordination

Develop Processes for 

Continual Learning

Baseline Safety Assessment

Reasonable Care Standards

Establish Stable Funding for 

Board Operations

Fee levied upon the utility members of the one-call 

centers

Federal Reimbursement through the State Base Grant
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2017 State Budget
• Board authorized 23 positions (11 starting in FY 2017-18)
• Funded to $3.843M in FY 2017-18 ($3.563M ongoing)
• 2 year startup loan (FY 2017-18, 2018-19), to be repaid July 

1, 2019(!)
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Dig Safe Act of 2016

4216.16. The board may obtain funding for its operational expenses from:

a) A federal grant.

b) A fee charged to members of the regional notification centers not to 
exceed the reasonable regulatory cost incident to enforcement of this 
article. The board shall apportion the fee in a manner consistent with 
formulas used by the regional notification centers. Revenues derived 
from the imposition of this fee shall be deposited in the Safe Energy 
Infrastructure and Excavation Fund.

c) Any other source.

d) The board shall not charge a fee to a person for notifying the regional 
notification center to obtain a ticket or to renew a ticket.
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Loan Repayment
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Bottom Line

• ~30% increase in fees ongoing

• ~55% increase in fees in calendar years 2019, 2020, 
2021 to repay 2-year loan

• Fee will be a surcharge on DigAlert and USA North 
bills

• Fee will first appear on January 2019 bills

•Nevada members of USA North not affected



CALIFORNIA DIG SAFE BOARD

Fee basis transmissions received
transmissions received in 

previous year

on what tickets? New (65%)
New, renewal, extension, 

remark (92%)
New, renewal, extension, 

remark
operating expenses ~$5.5M ~$6.5M ~$3.6M

Fee mechanism $1.65 /transmission
percentage of billable 

transmissions
percentage of statewide 

billable transmissions

Fixed charge? $10 database fee $150 minimum bill
members with fewer 

than 200 tickets exempt

Billing cycle Monthly Varies
Attached to existing bill 

cycle
% members paying 50% 
of operations

1.1% 1.0% ~1%

How do the one-call centers assess fees?
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<200 transmission exemption

• Exempts 783 (or 35.9%) of the 2,181 members of DigAlert and USA 
North

• Fiscal impact of exemption: 0.43% cost shift to other members

Rationale for exemption:

1. State laws on rulemakings seek to minimize impacts on small 
businesses & homeowners.

2. Do not want to create barriers to joining one call centers
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Preliminary Rulemaking Schedule
• April 19: Dig Safe Board approves opening of rulemaking

• Mid-June: 45-day public comment period opens

• Late July/beginning of August: Public comments due

• Late August: Board approves regulations

• October: Regulations sent to Office of Administrative Law for 
approval

• November: Regulations filed with Secretary of State

• January 1, 2019: Regulations in effect

• February 1, 2019: Surcharge appears on January bills
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Contact

Executive Officer

Tony Marino

tony.marino@fire.ca.gov

(916) 322-5250

digsafe.fire.ca.gov
Meeting Schedule

Annual Report
2018 Plan

Policies

https://digsafe.fire.ca.gov/media/1476/item-4.pdf
(digsafe.fire.ca.gov  Board Meetings/Business 

Meeting materials  April 19, 2018  Item 4)

Draft Regulations may be found at:

mailto:tony.marino@fire.ca.gov
http://digsafe.fire.ca.gov/
https://digsafe.fire.ca.gov/media/1476/item-4.pdf

